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January 14, 2005 
 
 
 
Senator Nell Soto 
State Capitol, Room 4074 
Sacramento, CA  95814-4900 

 
 
SUBJECT: REAUTHORIZATION FOR SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL (SB 1087) 
 
 
Dear Senator Soto: 
 
The Circulation Element of the City of Santa Barbara’s General Plan actively encourages 
the promotion of walking and bicycling in our community as a legitimate form of 
transportation for adults and children.  Our work in implementing the goals of the 
Circulation Element has been assisted by the receipt of hazard elimination funding 
through the Safe Routes to School program.  Because of sidewalks we were able to 
construct through the program, we saw a measurable decrease in the number of 
children walking on mixed flow travel lanes to several local schools.  The shift of children 
from the street to the sidewalk, because of this project, reduces their exposure to motor 
vehicle hazards and also improves walking conditions in these neighborhoods.   
 
As you know, the promotion of a physically active journey to school in order to improve 
children’s health and public safety must be accompanied by educational and operational 
improvements to create a safer street environment.  The Safe Routes to School Program 
has made it possible for California communities like ours to seriously evaluate their 
needs with respect to children’s mobility and to address them with physical measures 
that improve safety and access for school age pedestrians and bicyclists.   
 
The City of Santa Barbara gratefully supports your efforts to reauthorize the Safe Routes 
to School Program by introducing SB 1087.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Marty Blum 
Mayor 
 
cc: Jim Armstrong, City Administrator 
 Tony Nisich, Public Works Director 
 Drusilla van Hengel, PhD, Mobility Coordinator 
 Council Members  
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